Where does it stop? How about people who are addicted to their own beliefs or ideas? This phenomenon may have the potential to end humanity as we know it, given the growing crises looming from climate change, not to mention the accumulation and availability of nuclear weapons. How many nuclear explosions would it take to cause a global nuclear winter lasting a few generations? I'll bet someone has calculated the answer.
I have heard that the neurobiological basis for addictions has been partially based on demonstrating an activating response in the dopaminergic reward system of the brain to items such as drug paraphernalia or gambling paraphernalia. I wonder if, in certain people, such activation could be demonstrated when they espouse their beloved ideas? Then we could understand why humans can justify almost anything, thought or done, under certain circumstances. Or why they cannot change their minds, even when the facts are clear.
In no way do I mean to criticize the concept of behavioral addiction. But, given the number of possible candidates in human beings, the implications are staggering. Maybe it provides another opportunity for understanding ourselves. Healio.com. doi: 10.3928/00485713-20140806-01 
